ITEC 745

Instructional Web Authoring I

Course Introduction and Outline

	Semester:
	Spring 2010
	Credits:
	3 Units

	Time:
	Thursdays 7:00 – 10:00 PM
	Place:
	BH 218

	Instructor:
	Ray Cole
	Instructor email:
	rayc@sfsu.edu

	Class web site:
	http://www.oldkingcole.com/itec745/
	Office hours:
	By appointment


Course Description:

Instructional Web Authoring I is designed for students who are interested in exploring the instructional uses of the World Wide Web. In particular, you will create a short web-based e-learning course to teach a topic of your choosing. Along the way, you will learn some real-world strategies for managing the complexity of an e-learning course, and you’ll explore some instructional design principles that are especially relevant to the creation of mediated learning. 

Regardless of your intended application, the underlying technology of the web is the same. So what you learn in this class by creating a short e-learning course will also be directly applicable to many other web projects you may find useful in your classroom, company, or personal life.

This class will give you a solid grounding in web authoring fundamentals, focusing on three key areas:

1. Fluency with XHTML and CSS, the two primary technical components you have to master in order to write standards-based web pages

2. Use of Adobe Dreamweaver, the industry standard tool for writing web pages

3. The application of instructional design principles to crafting effective web sites that support the needs of learners, instructors, and instructional designers

You must enter the class with a basic level of computer literacy. For example, you are expected to know how to use software such as Microsoft Word and Microsoft PowerPoint. You must be able to function independently on either a PC running Windows, or a Macintosh system. Fluency with basic computer operations such as using a mouse, or locating and loading a file into a computer application is required. If you do not already possess these skills, you cannot continue in this class.

This is a project-based class. During the first 12 weeks, the homework assignments will give you the opportunity to practice the skills you learn in class. The focus of the remaining weeks will be on creating a short web-based e-learning course (or a short module or two of a longer course). The classroom is set up with Macintosh computers. However, a PC may be used for homework assignments and the final project if you have the software, high-speed internet access, and the ability to work from home. 

Based on the needs and abilities of the students, some adjustments may be made to the course schedule.

Required Resources:

There is no required textbook for this class. However, you will need the following:
1. SFSU web space—details on how to get this and set it up will be covered in class

2. Some way to transfer files from home to school and back. After your web space is set up, you’ll be able to upload and download files to it, but until then, you’ll need to carry files back and forth for the first few weeks. USB flash drives are probably the most convenient way to accomplish this.
3. Adobe Dreamweaver, preferably the CS4 version

Recommended Resources:

Sams Teach Yourself Web Publishing with HTML and CSS in One Hour a Day by Laura Lemay and Rafe Colburn; Sams Publishing, 2006, ISBN: 0-672-32886-0
Grading:

Grading for this class is based on a point system, with a total of 400 points possible for the semester. Points will be totaled and grades assigned at the end of the semester. Class participation, while not assigned a point value, will be considered when points are totaled. Grades are awarded on an A through F scale, with “+” and “-“ grades given between letter grades. You can earn back up to ½ of the points you missed on any assignment by revising it and resubmitting it. Final grades will be based upon class participation and the following activities:

Assignments (140 points total, 35 points each):

You will complete 4 web assignments (approximately one every two weeks during the first 12 weeks), each worth 35 points:

· A biography page

· An interactive interview

· An outline of the modules and topics sequence for your final project, plus learning objectives for each module

· Quiz questions

Midterm Exam (100 points):

A midterm examination will test your knowledge of the basic terminology associated with HTML/XTHML, CSS, the Internet and the World Wide Web. It will also cover the basic concepts about the Web’s architecture and the basic functions of Dreamweaver. Possible additional topics TBD will be announced in class nearer the date of the test.

Final Project (160 points):

You will create and present to the class a short web-based e-learning course (or one or two modules of a longer course). This project must include at least one interactive interview, one quiz or other assessment with at least one question testing each learning objective, and two text-explore page-types (we will discuss what a page-type is in class) with at least 3 clickable items on each. The rest of your course can use these page-types or you can invent page-types of your own to use in the rest of your course. Overall, the project should be no less than 10 page-types long and no more than 15 (Longer is OK, but if longer, in the interest of time, you will be limited to presenting at most 15 pages during the final presentation to the class)

Important Note: You must cite other people’s work, such as graphics you have used, that is not your original creation. All work not otherwise cited must be your own original work as assigned.
Course Schedule:

Week 1—Thursday, January 28, 2010: 

· Intro to course

· Entry expectations / Enrollment requirements

· Grading

· Overview of assignments and final project

· Overview of course

· Examples of instructional uses of the web

· Architecture and components of the web

· Web browsers

· View source, clear cache, forced reload, open in new window, and other browser tricks

· For next week:

· Surf the web to some of your favorite sites, then use your browser’s “View Source” feature to look at the code that implements these pages

· Starting thinking about what topic you would like to use for your final e-learning project

Week 2—Thursday, February 4, 2010:

· Anatomy of a web page

· Structure vs. Layout

· The concept and syntax of tags and attributes

· Required minimal structure of a web page

· Html, head, title, body

· Other useful tags

· Headings

· Paragraph

· Blockquote

· Citations

· Strong

· Emphasis

· Images

· Entities

· Keeping your code tidy

· Lower case

· Line breaks

· Indenting

· Writing a web page

· Book review in-class exercise

· For next week:

· Imagine that you’ve just written an instructional design book. Your publisher has asked you to supply a short (3-5 paragraphs) biography of yourself for the back cover of the book. Create this biography as web page. Make sure it includes a photo.

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week03.ppt slides.

Week 3—Thursday, February 11, 2010:

· Review and discuss last week’s topics

· Class review of student biography pages

· Anatomy of a URL

· Anchor tags

· Implementing an interactive interview

· For next week:

· Create an interactive interview consisting of two questions, structured like the one you built in class today. Include a photo of the person being interviewed. Make sure the Next and Back buttons link to the right pages. Turn in the web pages and photo(s) next week.

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week04.ppt slides.

Week 4—Thursday February 18, 2010:

· Unordered (bulleted), ordered, and definition lists

· HTML/XHTML comments

· In-class “list” exercise: Bloom’s Taxonomy

· Intro to CSS

· Style tag: <style type="text/css"> h1 { color: blue } </style>

· Link tag: <link rel="stylesheet" href="stylesheet.css" type="text/css">

· Associating styles with XHTML tags

· Specifying colors with hexadecimal numbers

· In-class “CSS” exercise: Bloom’s Taxonomy with CSS

· For next week:

· Read lessons 1, 2, 3, and 4 of HTML.NET’s free CSS tutorial at http://www.html.net/tutorials/css

· Create a CSS file and attach it to your interactive interview to create more visually pleasing use of font faces, font sizes, colors, and links. Turn it in next week along with any images used and the XHTML pages. Your CSS filenames must end with “.css”

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week05.ppt slides.

Week 5—Thursday, February 25, 2010:
· Review and discuss last week’s topics

· Anchor tag CSS pseudo classes

· HTML/XHTML tables

· CSS classes

· CSS named colors

· For next week:

· Read lessons 5 and 6 of HTML.NET’s free CSS tutorial at http://www.html.net/tutorials/css.

· Read the instructions for how to obtain space on the SFSU web server: http://www.sfsu.edu/training/ (we’ll start using this space next week).

· Purchase Adobe Dreamweaver if you haven’t already. We’ll start using it next week.

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week06.ppt slides.

Week 6—Thursday, March 4, 2010:

· Review and discuss last week’s topics

· Spanning table rows and columns

· Dreamweaver site setup

· Dreamweaver views: code, split, and design view

· Creating web pages with Dreamweaver

· Uploading files to the web server with Dreamweaver

· Viewing your uploaded files in your web browser

· For next week:

· Set up your Dreamweaver site at home:

· Make sure you know your SFSU web space account name (same as your sfsu email account name, which is the part before the “@sfsu.edu”).
· You also need to know your SFSU email account password, because that is also your SFSU web space account password.
· Finally, make sure you can correctly configure a Dreamweaver site that can log in to your SFSU web space account, and can upload and download pages to and from it from within Dreamweaver. We’ll be using the SFSU web space and Dreamweaver for the rest of the semester, so you need to make sure it’s working for you now or you will risk falling behind.

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week07.ppt slides.
Week 7—Thursday, March 11, 2010
· XHTML Validation

· Graphic hyperlinks

· Nested tables

· Midterm exam prep

· For next week:

· Study for the midterm exam.

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week08.ppt slides.

Week 8—Thursday, March 18, 2010
· Intro to Page types

· Midterm Exam

· For next week:

· No class next week—Spring Break

· For the week after next:

· Create a text explore page type that outlines the sequence of modules and topics, along with the learning objectives of each module. See this week’s slides for details.

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week09.ppt slides.

Week 9—Thursday, March 25, 2010
· Midterm Exam review

· Multiple Choice page type

· CSS box model

· For next week:

· Download the Final Project Guidelines from the class web site: http://www.oldkingcole.com/itec745/final_project_guidelines/ ITEC_745_Final_Project_Grading_Guide.doc
· Start working on your final project!

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week11.ppt slides.

Week 10—Thursday, April 1, 2010

· SPRING RECESS: NO CLASS

Week 11—Thursday, April 8, 2010
· Class writing style guidelines

· Dreamweaver file and folder maintenance

· Folders, sub-folders, and URLs

· Special meaning of “../” in URLs

· Special meaning of “index.html” file name

· For next week:

· Continue working on your final project

· Read the paper by Karpicke, et al.

· Download and read the ITEC745-Week12.ppt slides.

Week 12—Thursday, April 15, 2010
· Recent research on the effects of assessment on learning

Week 13—Thursday, April 22, 2010
· Workshop Day 1

Week 14—Thursday, April 29, 2010
· Workshop Day 2

Week 15—Thursday, May 6, 2010
· First half of class presents final projects

Week 16—Thursday, May 13, 2010
· Second half of class presents final projects

Week 17—Thursday, May 20, 2010
· Final exam day, but no final exam in this class. Free day, no class.
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